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DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION 13

NAME DATE

Evaluate the extent to which political debates shaped the United States’s response
to the Great Depression.

DOCUMENT 1

There is one thing I can say without any question of doubt—that is, that the spirit of liberalism is
to create free men; it is not the regimentation of men under government. It is not the extension of
bureaucracy. I have said in this city before now that you cannot extend the mastery of
government over the daily life of a people without somewhere making it master of people’s souls
and thoughts. Expansion of government in business means that the government in order to
protect itself from the political consequences of its errors or even its successes is driven
irresistibly without peace to greater and greater control of the nation’s press and platform. Free
speech does not live many hours after free industry and free commerce die. It is a false liberalism
that interprets itself into government operation of business. Every step in that direction poisons
the very roots of liberalism. It poisons political equality, free speech, free press and equality of
opportunity. It is the road not to liberty, but to less liberty. True liberalism is found not in
striving to spread bureaucracy, but in striving to set bounds to it. It is found in an endeavor to
extend cooperation between free men. True liberalism seeks all legitimate freedom first in the
confident belief that without such freedom the pursuit of other blessings is in vain. Liberalism is
a force truly of the spirit proceeding from the deep realization that economic freedom cannot be
sacrificed if political freedom is to be preserved.

—Herbert Hoover, Speech at New York City (1932)

DOCUMENT 2

As I see it, the task of Government in its relation to business is to assist the development of an
economic declaration of rights, an economic constitutional order. This is the common task of
statesman and business man. It is the minimum requirement of a more permanently safe order of
things. . . .

This implication is, briefly, that the responsible heads of finance and industry instead of acting
each for himself, must work together to achieve the common end. They must, where necessary,
sacrifice this or that private advantage; and in reciprocal self-denial must seek a general
advantage. It is here that formal Government—political Government, if you choose—comes in.
Whenever in the pursuit of this objective the lone wolf, the unethical competitor, the reckless
promoter, the Ishmael or Insull whose hand is against every man’s, declines to join in achieving
an end recognized as being for the public welfare, and threatens to drag the industry back to a
state of anarchy, the Government may properly be asked to apply restraint. Likewise, should the
group ever use its collective power contrary to the public welfare, the Government must be swift
to enter and protect the public interest.
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—Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Speech at San Francisco (1932)

DOCUMENT 3

Civilian Conservation Corps Poster (1933)
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DOCUMENT 4

While the tax bills were pending before the United States Senate in 1932, I proposed a resolution
which provided that the tax bills should be so revamped that no one man should be allowed to
have an income of more than one million dollars a year; that no one person should inherit in a
lifetime more than five million dollars without working for it. The effect of that resolution was
that when a man made one million dollars in a year, the government of the United States would
receive the balance: and when a rich man died, he could not leave one child more than five
million dollars, and the balance would go to the government of the United States.

This would have meant that much of the taxes would have been paid by the so-called upper
classes, and that instead of the funds of the government being sucked from the bottom and
exploited by the classes at the top, the classes at the top would have paid the taxes to be filtered
out to the masses at the bottom, through the various general works and compensations supported
by the government.

—Huey Long, Every Man a King (1933)

DOCUMENT 5§

Dorothea Lange, Oklahoma Dust Bow! Refugees (1935)
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DOCUMENT 6
Townsend Plan Stamp (1936)
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DOCUMENT 7

Thus, with the advent of our scientific era, with its far-flung fields, its spacious factories, its
humming motors, its thundering locomotives, its highly trained mechanics, it is inconceivable
how such a thing as a so-called depression should blight the lives of an entire nation when there
was a plenitude of everything surrounding us, only to be withheld from us because the so-called
leaders of high finance persisted in clinging to an outworn theory of privately issued money, the
medium through which wealth is distributed.

I challenged this private control and creation of money because it was alien to our Constitution,
which says “Congress shall have the right to coin and regulate the value of money.” I challenged
this system of permitting a small group of private citizens to create money and credit out of
nothing, to issue it into circulation through loans and to demand that borrowers repay them with
money which represented real goods, real labor and real service. I advocated that it be replaced
by the American system—namely, that the creation and control of money and credit are the
rights of the people through their democratic government. . . .

—Father Charles E. Coughlin, “A Third Party” (1936), 190 words
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